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Multiple voices in Jaber Khalifa Jaber’s novel ""The Camp of the Maronites' -
A narrative study in polyphony, dialogue, multiple narrators, and the
construction of historical meaning

Abstract

This study examines Jaber Khalifa Jaber’s novel Al-Moriscos Camp from the
perspective of polyphony as an artistic and semantic structure that exceeds the
mere multiplicity of narrators and characters. It investigates the interaction of
voices, the frame narrative, narrative fragments, collective authorship, the
distribution of knowledge, and the role of the camp and Dr. Ahmad Rodmiero in
organizing narration. The study draws on Bakhtin’s concepts of polyphony and
dialogism, together with modern narratological approaches to voice, focalization,
and perspective. The study argues that polyphony functions as a structural and
epistemological strategy for reconstructing historical memory and representing
marginalized voices. The fictional truth is not presented as the possession of one
authoritative narrator; rather, it emerges through testimony, objection, correction,
and negotiation. The camp becomes a space of collective authorship, while
narrative fragments operate as units of inquiry into memory and history. Multiple
focalization distributes knowledge among participants and turns the reader into an
active participant in assembling meaning.
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