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The Aesthetics of Silence in the Stories of Khudair Abdul-Amir: A Semiotic
Study
Lecturer Hamid Laibi Abbas Nahi
Abstract
This research proceeds from the premise of re-examining a fundamental narrative
component—silence—which has received insufficient scholarly attention compared
to dialogue and direct speech. Silence is not merely a linguistic void or a break in
communication; rather, it constitutes a semiotic system that generates new
meanings. While most studies focus on speech as the primary vehicle of meaning,
this research seeks to understand how silence within a story transforms into an
effective semiotic sign, possessing a unique capacity to construct meaning, guide
interpretation, and create aesthetic impact. The study uses the stories of Khudair
Abdul-Amir as a case study, given their linguistic economy and evocative density,
as well as their distinct reliance on silence as a structural element that shapes the
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narrative vision. The research addresses a fundamental question: How does silence
become a discourse parallel to speech within the narrative structure? What semiotic
signs does it produce? And how do psychological, social, cultural, and
philosophical meanings emerge from it within the text? The study employs a
semiotic approach—an analytical tool for examining both overt and covert signs—
to uncover the relationships silence establishes with various narrative elements,
such as character, event, space, and time. It draws upon modern semiotic
scholarship regarding the sign and its semantic systems, as well as interpretive
mechanisms that view meaning as the product of the interaction of signs within the
text. The study demonstrates that silence in Khudair Abdul-Amir’s stories
possesses an independent semantic function, manifesting as a multi-layered
semiotic sign. Rather than merely substituting for speech, silence reveals what
direct language fails to articulate; it activates the unspoken and opens the text to
new interpretive possibilities. The study further identifies various modes of silence
within the selected stories—ranging from psychological, existential, and social
silence to silence as protest or contemplation. These modes contribute to character
development and the deepening of the symbolic structure, generating an aesthetic
rooted in suggestion, economy of expression, and semantic displacement.
Ultimately, the study affirms that silence lends a distinctive artistic quality to
Abdul-Amir’s storytelling; it is not the antithesis of speech but a parallel
discourse—a narrative sign that holds its own aesthetic and interpretive power in
the creation of meaning.

Keywords: Aesthetics of silence, semiotics, narrative sign, the unspoken, Khudair
Abdul-Amir, Iragi short story.
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