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Abstract:

Alexander Wendt's article, "Anarchy Is What States Make of It: Power Politics
as a Social Construction," is considered a foundational text of the constructivist
approach to international relations. Wendt begins by critiquing the neorealist
view that the absence of a central authority in the international system
necessarily leads states to self-reliance and competition for power. He argues
that international anarchy does not have a single, fixed meaning, but rather its
meaning is determined by the social interaction between states and the resulting
shared identities, interests, and expectations. This review examines the main
ideas presented in the article, starting with the debate between neorealism and
neoliberalism, moving through the concepts of anarchy, self-reliance, and
intersubjective knowledge, and concluding with the role of identity and interest
in reproducing the international system. The review also discusses the
institutional transformations proposed by Wendt, and concludes that the core
value of the article lies in its shift of the analysis of international relations from
an exclusive focus on the distribution of material capabilities to a study of the
meanings, identities, and practices that give those capabilities their political
significance, with some theoretical limitations, the most important of which is
the non-elimination of the influence of power and material interests, and the
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difficulty of converting some of the theses of social construction into accurate
empirical tests.

Keywords: Constructivism, International Anarchy, Power Politics, Social
Construction, Alexander Wendt.
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