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Stylistic Features in the Morning Supplication of Imam Ali: An Analytical
Approach
Huda ali razaq
Nuhad Kazem Halil

Abstract
This study aims to examine the stylistic features of (Dua al-Sabah)« attributed to Imam Ali
ibn Abi Talib¢ (peace be upon him)« through an analytical stylistic approach that focuses on
two main levels: the phonological level and the syntactic-semantic level. The study is based
on the assumption that supplication is not merely a spiritual and devotional text¢ but also a
carefully constructed linguistic and artistic structure in which internal rhythm« syntactic
patterns< and spiritual and psychological meanings interact harmoniously. Within this
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framework« Dua al-Sabah possesses a distinctive quality that elevates it to the rank of
major Arabic texts marked by linguistic and artistic excellence« since it proceeds from the
master of eloquence and speech and is directed toward the Divine. Accordingly« it
represents one of the highest manifestations of language in its stylistic and artistic
dimensions. The phonological analysis reveals the effective presence of several stylistic
phenomena« foremost among them repetition in its various forms¢ especially initial
repetition based on vocative formulas such as invocation« direct address¢ and intimate
appeal to God. The repetition of certain words and sounds also contributes to weaving the
textual fabric with remarkable artistic intentionality. This reinforces the rhythm of the
supplication and deepens the meanings of humility< entreaty¢< devotion«< and spiritual
absorption within an atmosphere of reverence and sincere prayer appropriate to the sacred
nature of the text. The study also demonstrates the role of supporting rhetorical techniques:«
such as rhymed prose and paronomasia« in shaping a rhythmic texture that accords with the
nature of intimate supplication and its psychological and spiritual requirements. At the
syntactic-semantic level« the study shows that expressive sentence structures« particularly
vocative« imperative« and interrogative forms« constitute the dominant structure of the
supplication in response to its functional purposes. These structures move beyond their
direct conventional meanings in ordinary discourse in order to perform the functions of
entreaty« affirmation< humility< and the manifestation of the elevated status of supplication
as the essence of worship. The study also investigates the binary opposition of nearness and
distance as an important semantic axis that reflects the tension of the soul and its
movement between fear and hope. The study concludes that (Dua al-Sabah) is a unique
stylistic text that combines eloguence« rhythm« and spiritual depth. It also reveals Imam
Ali’s abilityc peace be upon him¢ to employ language in an artistically powerful and
doctrinally meaningful manner. Ultimately« the supplication rises to embody one of the
finest forms of stylistic integration« a form that corresponds to the status of supplication
and its distinctive devotional nature.

Keywords: Stylisticsc Dua al-Sabah«< Imam Ali< phonological level« syntactic-semantic
level« vocative style« repetition.
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